Commander June 5, 2008

General Orders#12, 2007-2008 Series. Published monthly by the Department of 1daho.
To beread at regular Post meetings and placed in afile for future reference.

1. The 76™ Annual Department of Idaho Convention will be held in the Coeur d’ Alene Casino Resort Hotel,
Worley, Idaho 22-25 June, 2008. Even though you may not be registered at this date, if at all possible attend
this convention. This is the single most important event of the year, as we elect new officers, who will be
leading our organization for the following year. Your input isimportant and needs to be heard. In addition to
conducting the Department’ s business, the convention is a time to renew old friendships and make some new
ones. The National representatives to our convention are: Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Glen Gardner, and
National Ladies Auxiliary Membership Director Kathryn Schreiber. The Headquarters office will be closed
during the convention.

2. The National VFW Convention will be 16-21 August in Orlando, Florida The Commander-in-Chief has
made the following National appointments to this convention. They are: Denny Croner, Nationa Security and
Foreign Affairs Committee Post 2738; Rockey A. Davis, National Finance and Internal Organization, Post
10043; A. R. “Bud” Mason, Nationa Genera Resolutions Post 63; Donald G. Riegel, National By-Laws,
Manual of Procedure and Ritua Committee Post 889; Dale W. Smith, National Finance and Internal
Organization, Post 3646. You can register over the internet at: www.vfw.org, by mail: The Housing
Connection, 175 S. Temple, Suite 140, Salt Lake City, UT 84101, by fax (801) 355-8019 or by toll free phone:
(888) 221-9425. A registration form was in last month’s General Orders.  If you are going and have yet to
make your hotel reservations, you need to do it as soon as possible, as they are near a SELL-OUT situation. If
you identify yourself as a VFW or VFW Auxiliary you will receive the $115.00 room rate for a single/double.
Expect a13.5 room tax. Idaho will be staying in the Rosen Plaza Hotdl.

For those of you who are going to the convention and don’t have tickets to the Convention Banguet (in the
Valencia Ballroom) and want to go, contact the Adjutant, as they have to be purchased through the Department
for $50.00 each. This also goes for anyone who wants to take a guest.

3. Section 222 of the National Manual of Procedure and By-Laws provides that Posts shall elect delegates and
aternatives to the National Convention at the last meeting in June. Posts are entitled to one (1) delegate and
one (1) alternate for each fifty (50) members of fraction thereof in good standing at the time of the election.
Each Post shall register, in advance, at least one delegate to the National Convention. The advance registration
fee is ten dollars ($10.00) per delegate and should be mailed to the VFW National Headquarters, Attn:
Convention Registration, 406 W. 34™ Street, Kansas City, MO 64111. On site and late registration is twelve
dollars ($12.00).

4. Post that have not sent in a Post Election Report form listing the Post Officers for the 2007-2008 year will
not receive credentials for the National Convention, and not be alowed to be represented or vote. It is VERY
important that your Election Report be recorded. Posts that have not properly reported elected officers (by



now) will be suspended for a period of ninety (90) days by the Commander-in-Chief. During this suspension,
Posts are not alowed to officially meet or conduct business. At the end of ninety (90) days, the
Commander-in-Chief
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may cancel the charter of any Post not properly submitting a list of officers to National Headquarters. This
suspension will automatically terminate when a properly completed Report of Election of officersis received.

5. In accordance with Section 703 of the National By-Laws, each accountable officer, not just the
Quartermaster, shall be bonded with an indemnity company as surety in the sum at least equal to the amount of
the liquid assets for which he or she may be accountable. The bond premium shall be paid from funds of the
parent organization to which each officer is accountable. The commander of each Post and District shall be
responsible for the proper and adequate bonding of all accountable officers of the organization.

6. With our Post and District elections behind us, Commanders and Adjutants are reminded of the
requirements of Sections 216 (c) and 316 of the National By-Laws that proof of eigibility of all elected and
appointed officers be on file. Elected and appointed officers shall not assume their duties of office until proof
of eligibility has been submitted and properly reviewed. Attention of incoming Post and District officers are
directed to sections 218 and 416 of our National By-Laws and Manual of Procedure which outlines the duties of
the various Post and District Officers.

7. Our membership continuesto grow. Asof the 4" of Junethe Department was 101.91%. We have afew
Posts that have yet to reach 100%, but are very close. With a little effort, they too can join the ranks of our
100% Posts. The 2007-2008 membership year officially ends June 30". With the remaining time, let's work
hard to increase the number of 100% Posts and Districts. We have three 100% Districts and they are: Districts
1, 2 and 4, and two above 99%. Datafrom June4™ National membership statistics.

8. Thefollowing Posts and District have been named as 2007-08 “All State:” All state Posts are:Boise Post 63,
Coeur d Alene Post 889, Lewiston Post 10043, Pocatello Post 735, St. Anthony Post 9425, Glenns Ferry Post
3646, Fruitland Post 12062, Preston Post 10323 and District 2 was named All State District. Congratulations
to these Posts and District 2 as it reflects alot of hard work and VFW program awareness.

9. Congratulations is aso given to the Lewiston Post 10043 for being Idaho's National Outstanding
Community Service Post.

10. Finadly, congratulations to all the elected Post, District and soon Department Officers. Best wishes to
each and every one of you for the year to come. | wish you the very best and all the successes possible for
another great year. Thisisthe last set of General Orders for this series, and | would like to say to al who made
this past year the success that it was, “ Thank You” very much.

Attest: By Order of:
Adjutant Robert B. Finney State Commander, John R. Crotinger



Notes from the Adjutant And Quarter master

1. VERY IMPORTANT: Election Reports have not been received by the National organization from the
followingPost in District 6: 2136; Post in District 7: 3640; and Post, District 8: 11015. As of June 1% the are under
official suspension. District and Post Commanders are requested to submit election reports, Posts to Nationa and
Didtricts to the Department As soon as possible.  This information is required so National can mail Post materials to the
Commander and Quartermaster, and so the Department can publish the 2008-09 Officers Directory. National began
mailing the 2009 Quartermaster Kits to the Post Quartermasters the first week in June. They only mail them to the Posts
that have submitted Election Reports.

2. IMPORTANT: VFW National By-Laws (Sec. 414) requires al newly elected District Commanders, Senior Vice
Commanders and Junior Vice Commanders, and other State elected and appointed Officers, to submit proof of eligibility to
the Department Adjutant. Please do this as soon as possible.

3. New District Commanders are requested to finalize their schedule for District meetings for next year. Please insure that
dates do not conflict with Mother® Day, Super Bowl, Easter, NFL Playoffs, etc, and are coordinated and approved by the
host Post. We will try to de-conflict meeting dates at the convention, so that they are not on the same day as other Districts
to allow State Officers to attend as many as possible and cover fewer miles.

4. Quartermaster bonds expire on 31 August 2008. Formsto apply for bonds will be included in the next month’s General
Orders.

5. Just areminder that the 2007-08 membership year officially closes on Friday, June 30™. To count for this membership
year, they have to arrive at the National Headquarters by Noon, June 30" not at the close of business.

6. Postsare strongly encouraged to contribute to “OPERATION UPLINK” which provides telephone cards to Veterans in
Nursing Homes/VA Hospitals as well as military personnel deployed overseas. This is a great program that deserves our
full support. They have provided, and continue to do so, alarge number of phone cards to Idaho’s overseas troops. Also
let’s remember our efforts to make everyday Veterans Day.

7. For those of you who use the internet, and search engines, there is one now that pays the VFW each time it is used.
First, Go to www.goodsearch.com , then Type VFW into the “I support” box and click on “Verify,” Select Veterans of
Foreign Wars - VFW (Kansas City, MO); then search the internet as you would with any other search engine. This search
engine is powered by Y ahoo Search.

8. The VFW aways needs stories for our new “VFW at Work” website www.vfw.org/vfwatwork . These are stories that
inspire one and another to work harder and to make those unfamiliar with the VFW new champions for the great Veterans
of our country. If you have an inspiring story to share, please e-mail it to: success@vfw.org .

9. Post Commanders are reminded that 14 June 2008 is Flag Day and an appropriate declaration/article to the
news mediaisin order, as well as aflag ceremony to draw public attention to this event. A flag ceremony could
be developed into a good family participation event. Don’t forget to also plan for an Independence Day, July
4™ ceremony. At the end of the month many of you will receive a unique new package from the VFW. Be
careful when opening this piece of mail. When you open it up, it becomes a United States flag poster. The
VFW wants to make sure that as many people as possible, especially our Veterans, have a flag to fly on
Independence Day to celebrate freedom.



COMMANDER June 1, 2008
Comrades,

| want to “ Thank All Comradesthru out the State”, we have as a Department reached 101.64% for the
year, and for thefirst time in Department history we are over 9000 members strong. Due to the hard work of
you we have 30 Posts over 100%. Several Posts still have the opportunity to make 100% before the 30™ of
June. Keep up the good work. 3 Districts have reached the 100+%, and | am hoping that District 2 can find
1 more member making every Post 100%. “Just Ask Someone!”

| have been advised from National that Posts 1473, 2905, 10933, 5407, 9088, 2136, 3001, 3640, and 11015
have not submitted Election Reports for the upcoming year. Comrades if these reports are not submitted,
National can suspend the Charter of the Post. We need these reports turned in. | hope that the posts aready
sent the reports in before you receive these General Orders.

Posts are reminded that Delegate Fees are due for the Summer Convention. The fees are needed to assist with
the funding of the Convention and are required by our By-Laws. [If your Post has not paid the fees and you
attend the convention, the member attending will be required to pay those dues to be able to vote on any issue
that comes before the convention.

Comrades thiswill be my last |etter for the General Orders. Some may give a“Big Sigh” and hopefully some
will miss the information that has been given over the last 15 months. | want to let every Comrade in the
Department know that “ This has been the Greatest Privilege for me to bethe Commander for 1daho
VFW!” | have been able to travel the entire state, attend VFW functions throughout the United States and

meet with VFW members from all over theworld. “Thank each and everyone who supported me over the
years, and for my Wifeand Girlfriend ‘Sherry Lee' for putting up with all thetravel and meetings!!”

Congratulations to those Comrades who are running for offices at Department this year and Good Luck.
Thisisnot “Goodbye” but just the start of another stage of my VFW life.

In Comradeship,

John R. Crotinger, Commander



