Commander 3 December 2008

Genera Order #6, 2008-2009 Series, Published monthly by the VFW Department of Idaho.

To beread at regular Post meetings and placed in file for future reference.

1. Members are reminded that their annual membership in the Veterans of Foreign Wars expires 31 December
2008, unless their 2009 dues are paid to Department and National Headquarters. Commanders and
Quartermasters are encouraged to make every effort to renew the membership of continuous members prior to 1
January 2009. Our Department has a few Commanders and Quartermasters in this situation. Section 220 of the
National By-Laws “Vacancies and Removal of Elective Officers’ states that “ Any elective Post officer removed
by the Department Commander, by reason of failure to pay current dues or by vote of the Post under provisions
of this section, shall not be eligible to serve in any Post office in the same administrative year in which the
officer isremoved”.

2._Attention Post Commander: One of the obligations of being a Post Commander is to attend all District
Meetings. If you are unable to attend for any reason, one of the other Post Officers should be appointed to
represent you and your Post. Thisis arequirement of National that can not be overlooked.

3. The Commander wants to ensure al Post’s compliance with the provisions of Section 214 of the Manual of
Procedure “ Solicitations of Funds’. This states “Posts may solicit funds or contributions or otherwise engage in
fund-raising activities or projects only after a prior vote of the Post agreeing to such solicitations, activities or
projects. A Post shall not solicit funds or donations or otherwise engage in fund-raising activities or projects
outside the immediate geographical area or community of the Post.

4. Every Post chartered by the Veterans of Foreign Wars will be expected to participate in the following
programs during the 2008-2009 year: Voice of Democracy, Patriots Pen, Nationa Citizenship Education
Teacher’s Awards, Buddy Poppy, and National Military Services.

5. Operation Hoodie National Headquarters has advised that Walter Reed Army Medical Center is in need of
full zippered hooded sweatshirts (Hoodies) for our “Wounded Warriors’ recovering there. If your Post or
individuals would like to participate they need S, M, L, and XL zippered sweatshirts with hoods. They are
available most places for around $10.00. They need to be shipped now to arrive in time for Christmas. The
address to send them is: American Red Cross, Walter Reed Army Medical Center, 6900 Georgia NW,
Washington, DC 20307. Thanks for your consideration in this vital effort.




6. National Headquarters has designated 3 March 2009, date the “ Star Spangled Banner” was approved as the
national anthem, as a specia day for Buddy Poppy sales. This should be in addition to any other scheduled
Buddy Poppy sales your Post was considering. All money collected on that day only is to be sent to Nationa
earmarked for National Military Services. The money will be used to support MAPS, Unmet Needs, and
Operation Uplink. Posts should plan now on being out there for this worthwhile event. If you need Poppies,
send arequest in to the Department Quartermaster and they will be delivered right to your Post.

7. In this copy of the General Orders you will find the Registration Form and Schedule for the Department Mid-
Winter Conference on 15-17 January 2009. Please make advance registration as this helps in the planning
process. The Hotel needs to know how many meal s to prepare which requires the Department to advise them by
13 January. The cut-off for registration is therefore 12 January. The VFW National Representative this year is
John McNeill, Jr, the Assistant Adjutant General for Operations of the VFW. The National Representative for
the Ladies Auxiliary will be Leanne Lemley, the Nationa Conductress. There will be a Council of
Administration Meeting and two Business Meetings scheduled. Mark your calendars now to be in Boise on the
above dates.

8. The attention of Post Commanders is directed to Section 708 of the National By-Laws and Manual of
Procedure, which prescribes the procedure for Incorporation of Units. It shall be the responsibility of the Post
Commander to ensure full compliance with both sections, and to further ensure that all state requirements for
annual filing, fees, etc., are met in atimely manner.

9. The Commander and Officers of the Department of Idaho want to wish each of you a very Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year. This has been the year of many changes and more are probably forthcoming. Every
member is important to the wellbeing of the VFW. Without each of you doing your part every year, nothing
would ever happen. We commend you for your contribution and support of this great organization. We can't
rest on our laurels if the VFW is to succeed in the future. Each one of us needs to do just a little more to
improve ourselves, our Posts, Districts, and Department. Once you’ ve realized just how important the VFW is
in fulfilling this countries obligation to its veterans, you can't help but want to do more. We at the Department
wish you al the best in the upcoming year.

Attest: By Order of:

Adjutant, Jack Cunningham State Commander, Gary Whitworth



Notes from the Adjutant and Quartermaster

1. The Department is presently at 79.9%, well below where we were last year at thistime. To date we have
no Posts that have reached 100% whereas last year we had 4 already. As you can well imagine, membership
is the life blood of any organization. Our goal this year is to break the 10,000 member ceiling. We were so
close last year with 9134 members at the end June 2008. If each of us would just recruit one new member
this year we would exceed our goal. Someone asked you at some point if you'd like to join the VFW so
return the favor. Ask your friends and neighbors if they are éligible to join the VFW and if so sign them up.
You will be rewarded many times over by increasing the rolls of your Post, as well as the Department pays
$5.00 to you for every new member you sign up.

2. Sam’'s Club Open House Sam's Club announced it will host an open house for military personnel,
including retired members, and their families to make their holiday brighter. The military personnel, with
proper identification, can shop and save at al Sam’s Clubs nationwide without a membership and they will
waive the 10 percent non-member service fee. The date to participate is 15 December during regular club
open hours. So if you live near a Sam’s Club plan your shopping around them.

3. There are still some Commemorative Coins for the 75" Anniversary of the Department of Idaho. If you
still want to get one send $5.00 per coin to the Department Quartermaster, Mel Stokes. Once they’re gone,
they’re gone. We will ship them to you, if you desire for $1.00, or you can pick them up.

4. Attention of Post Commandersis directed to Section 218, Manual of Procedure, Duty of Trustees, which
states that Post Trustees shall prepare and submit quarterly, through their Post Commander, a Post Trustees
Report of Audit to the Department Quartermaster for referra to the Department Inspector. The report is due
no later then 30 days after the end of each quarter. Do not mail these reports to National Headquarters.

5. Nationa Headquarters has asked that the State Commander present any National Military Services
donations at the Louisville Mid-Winter Conference on 19-22 February, 2009. If any Posts are desirous to
make a contribution to the NMS (MAPS, UnMet Needs, or Operation Uplink) the checks need to be sent to
the Department Headquarters by 26 January 2009. National must have the information by 1 February 2009
to alow them to put time into the agenda for the Commanders to present their checks. Checks should be
made payable to National Military Services, VFW.



6. | know, I know. You are up to your ears in newspapers. Let me explain how this all happened.
Department Headquarters was contacted by the “Military Times” that publishes the “Navy Times’, “Air
Force Times’, “Army Times’ and “Marine Corps Times’ newspapers. She stated they would send every
Post in Idaho a copy of each of the four papers for one year free of charge. | assumed that “a” copy would
be one copy of each. How wrong | was!! Turned out they were sending four copies of each paper every
week to every Post. Well, you can believe | heard from many Posts as their Post Office Boxes and Mall
Boxes were filled with newspapers. As the Quartermaster for my own Post, my wife was complaining about
al the papers we were getting. | have contacted the “Military Times’ folks and asked them to turn off all the
papers except one per week. So you should be receiving only one copy of each of the four papers, each
week. If you are still getting more then that, let me know so | can get back to them to send what we agreed
upon. Thanks to all who informed me of the situation so it could be corrected. Tell your mail person I'm
sorry they had to handle all those newspapers but it was to get them in shape for the Christmas rush.

7. Nationa Headquarters has also sent us the following information. In preparation of the VFW’ s support
of the 2010 Boy Scout Jamboree, we would like to get as many pictures and stories of scouts helping VFW
Posts and members and worthwhile projects conducted jointly by both organization ( Eagle Projects, Blood
Drives, etc). Send any and al information to Stan Hunter at rangerstan@msn.com. Please do not send thisto
Department Headquarters.

8. Section 222(d) of the National By-Laws requires “each Post shall register at least one delegate to the
National Convention” We still have one Post that has failed to send in the required $12.00 to register a
delegate. That Post received a letter from the Adjutant General informing them that they have not complied.
Section 213 states “any Post in arrears for National financial obligations shall be deprived of all
representation in District, Department, and National Conventions’. Why would a Post risk this for $12.00?

9. | hope you have all read in the VFW magazine that the Commander-in-Chief, Glen Gardner has called
upon veterans of the Vietham War to search their memory and files for any information that might be of
value in determining the fate of Vietham’s 300,000 MIA’s and might be of assistance in the recovery of
their remains. Such information may include veterans statements, photos and locations of battles or burial
sites, battlefield souvenirs, persona effects, sketch maps, etc. Any information that would be helpful should
be forwarded to: Michael Wysong, Director, National Security & Foreign Affairs, VFW Washington Office,
200 Maryland Avenue, NE, Washington, DC 20002.



VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARSOF THE UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF IDAHO
AND IT'SLADIESAUXILIARY

2009 MIN-WINTER CONFERENCE
15-17 JANUARY 2009
RED LION DOWNTOWNER HOTEL
BOISE, IDAHO

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

FRIDAY 16 JANUARY 2009

9:00AM — 2:30PM. . ..o REGISTRATION
4:00-500PM. . ... ..o AUXILIARY FLOOR PRACTICE
5:00—-6:00PM............. DEPARTMENT & AUXILIARY COUNCIL MEETINGS
B00PM - 2 HOSPITALITY ROOM
SATURDAY 17 JANUARY 2009

7:30—830AM.. . ..o CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
800 —8:30AM. .. REGISTRATION
9:00—10:00AM. . .ot JOINT OPENING
10:00 - 10:30AM ..ot REGISTRATION
10:30AM —12:00PM. . ...... DEPARTMENT & AUXILIARY BUSINESS MEETING
12:00—1:30PM. . .o PSC LUNCHEON
2:00—4:00PM............. DEPARTMENT & AUXILIARY BUSINESS MEETING
5:00—6:00PM. ... ... VOD & PP WINNERS MEETING
6:00—7:00PM. . ... NO HOST COCKTAILS

7:00PM —COMPLETION. . ... VFW AWARDS BANQUET



VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARSOF THE UNITED STATES
AND IT'SLADIESAUXILIARY
PRESENTS

2009 MID-WINTER CONFERENCE
JANUARY 15-17, 2009
RED LION DOWNTOWNER -BOISE, IDAHO
Welcome to the 2009 Mid-Winter Conference. We have alot of activities planned and hop that you can attend.
Please preregister if you think you can attend. It helps in all phases of planning; meals, seating and
accommodations. Pre-registration will be for the Awards Banquet and the Continental Breakfast. We are aware
costs are up so we have negotiated the best deals we can obtain from the hotel. There will be no registration fees
charged; only for the meals. The total cost will be $40.00 per person up to 12 January 2009 and $50.00 per
person thereafter. We need to have you pre-register so we can inform the hotel as to the count. If you have to
cancel, your money will be refunded if you do so by the 12" of January.

The hotel information isasfollows. Red Lion Hotel — Boise Downtowner
1800 Fairview Avenue
Boise, |daho 83702
Phone No. 208-344-7691 or 800-733-5466

Call them direct for reservationsand ask for “VFW Mid-Winter Rate”
Room Rates are $85.00 per day plus applicable taxes
A tentative schedule is attached to the reverse of thisform. Please review for information on the Conference and
planning your reservations.

Detach and Return to:
VFW State Headquarters— 1425 S. Roosevelt St., Boise, | D 83705.
Phone (208)342-2438

Name: Post # District#

Office Held:

Name Auxiliary# District#

Office Held:

Address: City Phone
Please print clearly, so your nametag is correct

Number of persons attending X $40.00/person $ .00

After 12 January 2009 X $50.00/person $ .00

PLEASE MAKE CHECKSPAYABLE TO: DEPARTMENT OF IDAHO, VFW

Banquet Dinner Choice; Cheddar Chive Chicken Pork Loin. Please annotate the number of meals
desired.



