
 
Commander              3 October 2008 
 
General Order #4, 2008-2009 Series, Published monthly by the VFW Department of Idaho. 
 
To be read at regular Post meetings and placed in file for future reference.  
 
1. All Posts need to file a Form 990-EZ with the IRS by 15 November every year. Posts are 
encouraged to file electronically. If not, only fill in the blocks through K and mail to: IRS, 
Ogden, UT 84201-0074. Requests for extension of time to file may be made by submitting 
“Form 2758, Application for Extension of Time to File” . The penalty for a Post that fails to 
file is $10 for each day the return is late (not to exceed $5000) being imposed unless it can be 
shown that the failure to file was due to reasonable cause. A copy of the Form 990-EZ is 
attached to these General Orders for the convenience of the Posts. Post are alerted to reported 
activities of IRS in conducting unannounced investigations and/or surveillance to determine 
if non-members are being served or using VFW facilities. 
 
2. Attention Post Commander: One of the obligations of being a Post Commander is to attend 
all District Meetings. If you are unable to attend for any reason, one of the other Post Officers 
should be appointed to represent you and your Post. This is a requirement of National that 
can not be overlooked. 
 
3. The National By-Laws provide for only one type of membership; that is active 
membership. There are no provisions in the National By-Laws, nor is there any authority or 
justification for issuance of Club Membership cards, Associate Member cards, Honorary 
Membership cards, Courtesy Membership card or any other type of cards. Any Post issuing 
such unauthorized cards, or conducting club operations open to the general public, endangers 
its standing with the Internal Revenue Service as a non-profit organization. Officers signing 
outlaw cars are subject to disciplinary action. National and Department officers cannot 
defend practices that conflict with VFW By-Laws or Procedures. 
 
4. Dusty Rhoads, who is the Department’s Voice of Democracy, Patriot’s Pen and Safety 
Chairman, has sent information out to all District Commanders pertaining to each of the three 
programs. The deadline for the recognition of Public Servants is 10 November 2008 to Dusty 
so Posts need to get moving on this now. Hopefully, Posts have already contacted schools in 
their areas with information on VOD and Patriot’s Pen. The deadline for these two programs 



is 1 November 2008, which only gives the students 2 months to have everything turned in to 
their Posts. 
 
 
5. The Commander wants to make all Line Officers, District Commanders, and Past 
Department Commanders aware that during the Homecoming on 11 October 2008, there will 
be a Council of Administration held. Please be advised that the above members should plan 
on attending.  
 
6. Every Post chartered by the Veterans of Foreign Wars will be expected to participate in the 
following programs during the 2008-2009 year: Voice of Democracy, Patriots Pen, National 
Citizenship Education Teacher’s Awards, Buddy Poppy, and National Military Services.  
 
7. All Commanders are reminded that Section 709, Manual of Procedure – Control of Units, 
requires that any activity, unit or club sponsored, conducted or operated by, for or in behalf of 
a Post, District, or Department shall be at all times under the direct control of such Post, 
District, or Department. All money, property, or assets of any kind must be placed in the care 
and custody of the respective Quartermaster. All Commanders should ensure that all 
provisions of Section 709 are enforced. 
 
8. The attention of Post Commanders and Quartermasters is directed to Section 218 of the 
Manual of Procedure – Duties of Quartermaster, which provides for the Dues Reserve Fund. 
The Post Quartermaster is required to maintain a dues reserve fund to which shall be credited 
not less than one-half of the Post’s part of the current year’s dues paid each member. 
Included therein, shall be not less than one-half of the per capita refunded annually to Posts 
for Life Members. 
 
9.  Section 704 of the Manual of Procedure outlines the various things for which the Post 
Relief Fund can be used. The use of relief funds for Voice of Democracy programs or other 
Americanism programs that are educational was added to this section. This does not include 
Post building projects, hall remodeling, color guard uniforms, or any other expenditure that 
does not follow the guidelines as outlined in Section 704. 
 
10.  The attention of Post Commanders is directed to Section 708 of the National By-Laws 
and Manual of Procedure, which prescribes the procedure for Incorporation of Units. It shall 
be the responsibility of the Post Commander to ensure full compliance with both sections, 
and to further ensure that all state requirements for annual filing, fees, etc., are met in a 
timely manner. 
Attest:      By Order of: 
 
Adjutant, Jack Cunningham   State Commander, Gary Whitworth 



 

 
Notes from the Adjutant and Quartermaster 

 
1. Quartermaster and other accountable bonds expire on 31 August 2008. Forms to renew your bonds 

are included in this General Order. Take note that bonding is required to cover all funds that are 
included in the Post or District. The cost for bonding is: $3.75 for each $1000.00 of coverage. The 
recommended minimum is $3000.00 for $11.25. For Posts that need a bond for over $25000.00, the 
cost goes down to $3.25 per $1000.00. If  you misplace the form, just send a check to the Department 
Headquarters with a note that it is for your bond. The following Posts have not been bonded through 
the Department. If you have obtained bonding through another source, please let us know. 

 
Post 4902  Post 5407  Post 8311  Post 6232  Post 9088  Post 12062  Post 5840  Post 7075  Post 10323

   
2. Now is the time to order Buddy Poppies to sell before and during Veterans Day 2008. A form to 

purchase them is included in these General Orders. Send the request to Department Headquarters and 
we will have them shipped right to you. National has informed the Department that orders for Poppies 
received after 17 October 2008 cannot be guaranteed to arrive on time. Don’ t wait until it’s too late.  

 
3. The new Programs Director is Ken Alsterlund, Junior Vice Commander. Please send all Community 

Activity Reports to: Ken Alsterlund, 1030 Alsterlund Lane, Viola, ID 83872. Ken’s Email address is: 
pama@turbonet.com.  DO NOT SEND them to Department Headquarters.  

 
4. The Homecoming for the State Commander and State Auxiliary President will be conducted 11 

October 2008. Post 63 will host breakfast on the 11th. You are on your own for the breakfast as the 
meetings will be at Post 63, plan on enjoying the breakfast there. There will be a prime rib dinner at 
Post 63 and the cost will be $15.00 per person. No Host cocktails from 5:00pm with dinner starting at 
6:00pm.  So we can provide the Post with a count of attendees, please send your checks, made 
payable to Department of Idaho, VFW for the dinner to Department Headquarters by 6 October 2008. 
For those desiring lodging we have contacted Shilo Inn, Riverside at 3031 Main Street in Boise for 
rooms. Phone them direct to make a reservation at 800-222-2244 or 208-344-3521 and tell the desk 
you are with the VFW Homecoming. This will ensure you get the reduced rate of $79.00 per night. 
Schedule of Events and Registration is attached to these General Orders 

 
5. There are still some Commemorative Coins for the 75th Anniversary of the Department of Idaho. If 

you still want to get one send $5.00 per coin to the Department Quartermaster, Mel Stokes. Once 
they’ re gone, they’ re gone. We will ship them to you, if you desire, or you can pick them up. 

 
6. Attention of Post Commanders is directed to Section 218, Manual of Procedure, Duty of Trustees, 

which states that Post Trustees shall prepare and submit quarterly, through their Post Commander, a 
Post Trustees’  Report of Audit to the Department Quartermaster for referral to the Department 



Inspector. The report is due no later then 30 days after the end of each quarter. Do not mail these 
reports to National Headquarters. 

 
7. There have been some changes in District Meetings since the Officer Directory was published. The 

corrected schedule for District 7 is: 13 December ’08, 4PM at Soda Springs; 21 February ’09, 4PM at 
Preston; and 16 May ’09, 4PM at Pocatello. Please make sure all members are advised of these 
changes. 

 
8. Good news has come out of the Veterans Administration concerning three groups of   military 

personnel who need to get in contact with their Service Officer. The first is for members who have 
contacted ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis) also know as “Lou Gehrig’s Disease. The VA has now 
classified ALS as a “Presumptively Compensable Illness”  meaning that anyone who has served more 
than 90 days on active duty and has ALS does not prove it is service related. The second is for 
members who have been diagnosed with TBI (traumatic brain injuries) in that the VA feels that they 
may have been classified incorrectly. The VA states that new information on TBI, that has just 
recently been made available, indicates that this injury is different than previous injuries of this type. 
The third class is for members who have suffered burn injuries. The VA also feels that some 
members in this group were not classified properly. If you know of any veterans (whether VFW or 
not) who fall in these classes, please get them into their Service Officers for reevaluation. 

 
9.  Membership is the life blood of this organization because without it the VFW can’ t grow. We ended 

last year with a total of 9134 members in Idaho units. Comrades, we are so close to the goal of 10,000 
members in Idaho. Recruiting is everyone’s job or should be. If you don’ t ask someone to join the 
VFW how do you know they won’ t? This organization has so much to offer the younger veterans 
who will someday need the services that only the VFW can provide. Please help us reach the 10,000 
member mark! We need each of us to help. 

 


