
 
Commander October 5, 2007 
 
 
General Orders Number 4, 2007-2008 Series.  Published monthly by the Department of Idaho 
 
To be read at regular Post meetings and placed in a file for future reference. 
 
1. The Department Council of Administration elected Robert Levi Jones, VFW Post 3012 as Department Junior 
Vice Commander.  Past State Commander Odell Howard administered the oath of office on October 3, 2007.  
Congratulations Bob.  We are looking forward to your leadership.  For the directory: 1295 South 5th West, 
Rexburg, ID 83440, (208) 356-0255(H)/ 390-0734, E-mail: articcirclerex@aol.com 
 
2. An annual income tax return (Form 990, 990EZ or 990T) is required of each Post exempt from tax under 
Section 501(c) of the Code.  If gross receipts are $25,000 or less, the Internal Revenue Service requests only the 
heading on page 1 be completed and send it to the IRS Service Center Ogden, UT 84201-0027.  Gross receipts include 
income from all sources, including membership dues, liquor or restaurant receipts, etc.  Some of this may be 
“unrelated business income” in which case filing of Form 990T may be required.  The form you use must be filed on 
or before November 15th.  Requests for extension of time to file may be made by submitting Form 2758, Application 
for Extension of Time to File.  If a Post fails to file the return on or before the due date, or the extended due date, a 
penalty of $10 for each day the return is late (not to exceed $5,000) is imposed, unless it can be shown that the failure 
to file was due to reasonable cause.   

All units are alerted to reported activities of the IRS District Offices in conducting unannounced investigations 
and/or surveillance of Posts to determine if non-members are being served or using VFW facilities. 
 
3. VFW Post should take the necessary steps to incorporate under the laws of Idaho.  Financial responsibility laws, as 
interpreted by the courts, may cause members of unincorporated Posts to be at risk.  Incorporating under the provisions 
of Section 708 of the National By-Laws and Manual of Procedure and the laws of Idaho will provide protection for 
Post members.  Forms for incorporating are available through our state headquarters.  Articles of Incorporation must 
be reviewed by the VFW Commander-in-Chief prior to sending them to the Idaho Secretary of State. 
 
4. All Commanders are reminded that Section 709, Manual of Procedure - Control of Units, requires that any activity, 
unit or club sponsored, conducted or operated by, for or in behalf of a Post or District shall be at all times under the 
direct control of the Post or District and that all money, property or assets of any kind must be placed in the care and 
custody of the respective Quartermaster.  All Commanders should ensure that all provisions of Section 709 are 
enforced. 
 
5. That the Manual of Procedure requires the Department and Post Quartermasters to establish and maintain a Dues 
Reserve fund of 50% of the current year’s dues, annual and life, received prior to July 1, 2008. 

That the National By-Laws require each accountable officer be bonded to a sum at least equal to the amount of the 
liquid assets for which they are accountable. 

That the Manual of Procedure requires the Post Trustees prepare and submit quarterly, through their Post 
Commander, a Post Trustees’  Report of Audit to the Department Quartermaster for referral to the Department 
Inspector.  The first report was due the end of September. 



 
6. That a thorough program of Post inspections is necessary to ensure compliance with National and Department 
By-Laws and directives.  The Department Inspector and Deputies (District Commanders) shall assure that every Post 
under their cognizance be inspected on an annual basis and correct such discrepancies as may be disclosed. 
 
7. The Commander-in-Chief’s policy concerning alcoholic beverages in the meeting room of a Post meeting: “ It 
is held to be objectionable and contrary to accepted rules of order and proper decorum implicit in the ritual of the 
VFW to permit alcoholic beverages in the Post meeting room during the Post meeting.  Accordingly, the 
presence, dispensing and/or consumption of alcoholic beverages in the Post meeting room during the Post 
meeting is completely unacceptable and any such practice known to exist shall be terminated.”   This ruling 
applies to Districts and Departments as well. 
 
8. Posts with Life Members, as recorded August 31, 2007, will receive from the Life Membership Fund $3.50 
for each Plan A, B and C Life Member, $5.50 for a Plan D Life Member and $9.00 for a Plan E Life Member.  
You should have received this payment last month.  For each Life Member processed from September through 
December, Posts will receive an additional $9.00 in January 2008. 
 
9. It is time we recognize our teachers, who teach citizenship education in our elementary (K-5), junior high 
(6-8) and high school (9-12).  It is these teachers, who are responsible for forming the minds and habits of our 
future leaders.  Get your Post involved with the National Citizenship Education Teacher Award.  Each Post has 
received the program details.  Participating Posts need to submit their winners to their Districts, who in turn will 
submit their winner to the Department by December 15th.  These teachers deserve our recognition and awards. 
 
10. Now is the time for Posts to make an extra effort to contact every school in their local area with grades 9-12 
so that they will support the Voice of Democracy program and for grades 7-8 the Patriot’s Pen program.  Voice 
of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen is in the “ It’s about Service booklet which has been sent to every Post on a 
Compact Disk (CD).  The Post student entry deadline for  both Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen to the 
Post is 1 November 2007. 
 
11. November is “Veterans in the Classroom Month.’   Yes, we have a lot to talk about.  On Veterans Day, tell 
these young people, their teachers and parents too, what a veteran is, what veterans do.  Explain the price of 
freedom.  Talk about your military experience both in combat and on the home front.  They really want to know. 
 
12. Post Commanders, in your meetings or in other communications with your members, tell them that if they are 
not receiving their National VFW Magazine on a regular basis, the National doesn’ t have a correct address for 
them, or they are behind in their dues. 
 
13. Community Activity Report Forms should be sent directly to State Programs Chairman Bob Jones, 1295 
South 5th  West, Rexburg, ID 83440. DO NOT SEND THEM TO STATE HEADQUARTERS!!  Remember 
that the main reason for completing these forms is that your Post  may be required to justify your 
tax-exempt status to the IRS, and these forms reflect what your Post has done to help your community and 
it’s Veterans.  Because of its importance, this paragraph will be repeated in the Adjutant - Quartermaster Notes. 
 
14. National General Order No. 2 announced the consolidation of Posts 7075 and 10323.  The new consolidated 
Post  is known as Leonard C. Brostrom Memorial Post No. 10323 with a muster date of April 25, 1946.  
National Special Order No. 30 canceled the charter of Post 9831.  National Special Order No. 31 cancelled the 
charter of Post 10324. 
 
 

Attest: By Order of: 
Adjutant Robert B. Finney State Commander, John R. Crotinger 



 
NOTES FROM THE ADJUTANT &  QUARTERMASTER 
 
1. Community Activity Report Forms should be sent directly to State Programs Chairman Bob Jones, 1295 South 5th 
West, Rexburg, ID 83440. DO NOT SEND THEM TO STATE HEADQUARTERS!!  Remember that the main 
reason for completing these forms is that your Post may be required to justify your tax-exempt status to the IRS, and 
these forms reflect what your Post has done to help your community and it’ s Veterans. 
 
2. There is still time for your Post to order Buddy Poppies and supplies as well as to plan for a Buddy Poppy Program 
on Veterans Day.  A Poppy Program is a great way to raise money for needy Veterans. Remember that Poppy Funds 
can be used for programs that “ foster true patriotism through historical and educational programs.”   This allows Posts 
to use relief funds for Voice of Democracy, Patriots Pen and other Americanism programs that are educational. 
 
3. Membership: We are currently at 80.81% membership Congratulations to the Post Falls Post 3603, Fruitland Post 
12062 and St Anthony Post 9425 which are already at 100%.  For the rest of Idaho’s Posts, start early with getting all 
annual members’  dues paid--don’ t wait until the end of the membership year. There is also a lot of eligible Veterans 
who are not VFW Members.  Statewide, we only have slightly over 10% of eligible Veterans in the VFW.  If you 
don’ t think your city has any eligible Veterans- you are wrong. Those 90% eligible are all over the state--including your 
home town.  Go out and find them and then sign them up for  your  Post. 
 
4. National By-Laws provides for one type of membership; that is active membership.  There are no provisions in the 
By-Laws, nor is there any authority or justification for issuance of Club Membership cards, Associate Member cards, 
Honorary Membership cards, Courtesy Member cards or any other special type of cards.  Any Post issuing such 
unauthorized cards, or conducting club operations open to the general public, endangers its standing with the Internal 
Revenue Service as a non-profit organization. 
 
5. All officers should obtain current copies of the National By-Laws, Manual of Procedure and Ritual.  Copies of the 
2008 revised edition of the Congressional Charter, By-Laws, Manual of Procedure and Ritual are available through the 
VFW Emblem and Supply Department.  The 2008 edition reflects the changes approved at the National Convention. 
 
6. The VFW has a calendar, Christmas card, and an address label program.  These items are sent to members for 
their enjoyment and use.  Though payment isn’ t required, please send back a generous gift.  The money received 
helps serve Veterans in need throughout the year.  The Department does receive from National a considerable amount 
of money from these programs. 
 
7. As the holiday season nears, our overseas troops need to keep in touch with their families.  The VFW continues to 
support Operation Uplink cards to our troops.  This program is one of the VFW’s premiere programs that needs 
continual support from its Departments, Districts and Posts.  What I am asking is, that we continue our fund raisers 
and contributions to Operation Uplink. 
 
8. Recently, through the VFW Foundation, each Department received Hallmark singing cards to distribute through 
their Post and Auxiliary Adopt-A-Unit participants.  Additional ideas for card use are for the military service members 
in your area; many may appreciate the opportunity to send their service member a free singing card and a few extra 
cards for the service member to send back to their friends in the states.  The Department has many, many of these 
cards.  Please request them through the Department Headquarters. 


