
 
Commander              3 September 2008 
 
General Order #3, 2008-2009 Series, Published monthly by the VFW Department of Idaho. 
 
To be read at regular Post meetings and placed in file for future reference.  
 
1. The National Convention in Orlando is now history. Tropical Storm Fay hardly slowed it 
down. National was prepared for any conditions. The Department of Idaho was well 
represented at the convention. With the installation of the new Commander in Chief Glen 
Gardner there will be changes to the way the VFW does business. The Department will 
utilize the General Orders to pass this information along to you as we receive it. Please read 
through them carefully each month so you can stay abreast of things. 
 
 2. An oversight from General Orders #2 was congratulations to Douglas Olsen for being 
selected “Mr. VFW” for 2008. Doug has worked many years for the betterment of his Post 
and the VFW. He certainly warrants this award and the failure to mention him last month was 
unintentional. So let Doug know you appreciate all he has done to become Mr. VFW. 
 
3. All Posts need to file a Form 990-EZ with the IRS by 15 November every year. Posts are 
encouraged to file electronically. If not, only fill in the blocks through K and mail to: IRS, 
Ogden, UT 84201-0074. A copy of the Form 990-EZ is attached to these General Orders for 
the convenience of the Posts. 
 
4. Section 222 of the National Manual of Procedures and By-Laws provides that Post shall 
elect delegates and alternates to the National Convention at the last meeting in June. Posts are 
entitled to one (1) delegate and one (1) alternate per every 50 members or fraction thereof on 
good standing at the time of election. Each Post shall register, in advance, at least one 
delegate to the National Convention. Late registration is $12.00 and should be mailed to the 
VFW National Convention, Attn: Convention Registration, 406 W. 34th Street, Kansas City, 
MO 64111. We still have Posts that have not registered at least one delegate for the National 
Convention this year. Those Posts are: Post 3640, Power County Post; Post 6232, Cuddy 
Mountain Post; and Post 11015, Idaho Centennial Post. Please tend to this urgent business as 
soon as possible as Posts who do not register a delegate run the risk of having their Charter 
suspended by National. 
 



5. Attention Post Commander: One of the obligations of being a Post Commander is to attend 
all District Meetings. If you are unable to attend for any reason, one of the other Post Officers 
should be appointed to represent you and your Post. This is a requirement of National that 
can not be overlooked. 
 
6. Dusty Rhoads, who is the Department’s Voice of Democracy, Patriot’s Pen and Safety 
Chairman, has sent information out to all District Commanders pertaining to each of the three 
programs. The deadline for the recognition of Public Servants is 10 November 2008 to Dusty 
so Posts need to get moving on this now. Hopefully, Posts have already contacted schools in 
their areas with information on VOD and Patriot’s Pen. The deadline for these two programs 
is 1 November 2008, which only gives the students 2 months to have everything turned in to 
their Posts. 
 
7. The Commander wants to make all Line Officers, District Commanders, and Past 
Department Commanders aware that during the Homecoming on 11 October 2008, there will 
be a Council of Administration held. Please be advised that the above members should plan 
on attending.  
 
8. In July, an appeal letter was sent by Allen “Gunner”  Kent to all Post Commanders and 
Auxiliary Presidents requesting assistance for all National Military Services (NMS) 
programs. Posts are authorized to use relief funds to donate to NMS and every dollar received 
will go to supporting the troops, veterans, and their families. Thanks to all Posts who have 
already responded to our appeal. It’s still not too late if your Post would like to participate. 
 
9. Every Post chartered by the Veterans of Foreign Wars will be expected to participate in the 
following programs during the 2008-2009 year: Voice of Democracy, Patriots Pen, National 
Citizenship Education Teacher’s Awards, Buddy Poppy, and National Military Services.  
 
10. Commanders are directed to action of the National Council of Administration prohibiting 
the wearing of VFW sport and/or western style caps at VFW meetings in place of the 
regulation cap of the VFW official uniform as set forth in Section 803 of the National By-
Laws and Manual of Procedure. This prohibition is in accordance with previous directives of 
Commanders-in-Chief that it is objectionable and contrary to accepted rules of order and 
proper decorum in the ritual of the VFW to permit the wearing of other than the official VFW 
cap at VFW meetings. 
 
Attest:      By Order of: 
Adjutant, Jack Cunningham   State Commander, Gary Whitworth 
 
  



 
Notes from the Adjutant and Quartermaster 

 

1. The Officer Directory is completed and mailed out. If you feel you should have 
received one but didn’ t please let us know. Also while we have attempted to make the 
Directory as accurate as possible, mistakes may have crept in. Any corrections or 
additions that you notice, we would appreciate you notifying us so we can fix it for 
next year. 

 

2. Quartermaster and other accountable bonds expire on 31 August 2008. Forms to renew 
your bonds are included in this General Order. Take note that bonding is required to 
cover all funds that are included in the Post or District. The cost for bonding is: $3.75 
for each $1000.00 of coverage. The recommended minimum is $3000.00 for $11.25. 
For Posts that need a bond for over $25000.00, the cost goes down to $3.25 per 
$1000.00. If  you misplace the form, just send a check to the Department Headquarters 
with a note that it is for your bond. The following District and Posts have not been 
bonded through the Department. If you have obtained bonding through another source, 
please let us know. 
District 4  Post 3603  Post 2905  Post 4902  Post 5407  Post 8311  Post10300  Post 
6232  Post 8966  Post 9088  Post 12062   Post 3886  Post 5423  Post9585  Post3640  
Post 3884  Post 9141  Post 9443  Post 1004  Post 5840  Post 7137  Post 8893   
Post11015   

 

3. Now is the time to order Buddy Poppies to sell before and during Veterans Day 2008. 
A form to purchase them is included in these General Orders. Send the request to 
Department Headquarters and we will have them shipped right to you. Don’ t wait until 
it’s too late.  

 

4. The new Programs Director is Ken Alsterlund, Junior Vice Commander. Please send 
all Community Activity Reports to: Ken Alsterlund, 1030 Alsterlund Lane, Viola, ID 
83872. Ken’s Email address is: pama@turbonet.com.  DO NOT SEND them to 
Department Headquarters.  

 

5. We would like to welcome the new National Council of Administration Member for 
District No. 14 representing the Departments of Montana, Washington, and Idaho. His 
name is Raymond M. Lutz from Great Falls, Montana. I’m sure we will get to meet 
him at events in the near future so make him feel welcome in Idaho. 

 



6. The Homecoming for the State Commander and State Auxiliary President will be 
conducted 11 October 2008. Post 63 will host breakfast on the 11th. You are on your 
own for the breakfast as the meetings will be at Post 63, plan on enjoying the breakfast 
there. There will be a prime rib dinner at Post 63 and the cost will be $15.00 per 
person. No Host cocktails from 5:00pm with dinner starting at 6:00pm.  So we can 
provide the Post with a count of attendees, please send your checks, made payable to 
Department of Idaho,VFW for the dinner to Department Headquarters by 6 October 
2008. For those desiring lodging we have contacted Shilo Inn, Riverside at 3031 Main 
Street in Boise for rooms. Phone them direct to make a reservation at 800-222-2244 or 
208-344-3521 and tell the desk you are with the VFW Homecoming. This will ensure 
you get the reduced rate of $79.00 per night. Schedule of Events and Registration is 
attached to these General Orders 

 

7. There are still some Commemorative Coins for the 75th Anniversary of the Department 
of Idaho. If you still want to get one send $5.00 per coin to the Department 
Quartermaster, Mel Stokes. Once they’re gone, they’re gone. We will ship them to 
you, if you desire, or you can pick them up. 

 

8. On the 2008-2009 Post and District Election Report, National added a field titled 
“Federal Employer Identification Number (EIN). Districts 4, 5, 6, 7 have not submitted 
this information. The following Posts also did not: Post 1473, 3001, 3640, 3884, 3886, 
4902, 9088, 10323, 11015, and 12062. Please call the Headquarters at 342-2438 or fax 
the information at 386-9806. National Headquarters requires that they have this data on 
file.  

 

9. Attention of Post Commanders is directed to Section 218, Manual of Procedure, Duty 
of Trustees, which states that Post Trustees shall prepare and submit quarterly, through 
their Post Commander, a Post Trustees’  Report of Audit to the Department 
Quartermaster for referral to the Department Inspector. The report is due no later then 
30 days after the end of each quarter. Do not mail these reports to National 
Headquarters. 

 

10. The Commander-in-Chief has directed that the serving of alcoholic beverages in any 
meeting room where a Post, County Council, District, or Department meeting is held is 
completely unacceptable and any such practice know to exist shall be terminated. 
Section 1001 of the Manual of Procedure has been amended to reflect such objection. 

 

11. For purposes of clarification, we do not operate as a men’s organization or a ladies 
organization, but as the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States and its 
Ladies/Mens Auxiliary. 

 



DEPARTMENT OF IDAHO  
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES PROGRAM 
STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES 

2008-2009 
 

A. Purpose:  To establish a standard reporting period and provide guidance as to what is to be reported to 
receive credit for Community Activities 

B. Reporting Year :  The reporting year is 1 June to 31 May. 
C. Monthly Report Due Date:  NLT the last day of each month. 
D. Report is to be sent to:  The current Department Chairman, unless otherwise specified   the current 

Junior Vice Commander will be the Program Chairman. 
E. Subjects to be Reported:  A brief description of the activity, the number of completed projects, number 

of members that participated, total hours required to complete each project, and the total cost involved.                    
NOTE: Do not include mileage, gas for a vehicle or meals while traveling in the cost of the activity.  
Mileage costs, for miles driven, will be added by the Program Chairman. 

F. Activities not to be Reported:  Any activity that is for the betterment of the VFW members, the VFW 
Post, or the VFW Department will not qualify as a community activity.  

G. Activities to be Reported:  Community Activities can fall in several categories, including Community 
involvement, Cooperation with other organizations, aid to others, school and church assistance, safety, 
Americanism and youth activities. Some example activities follow:                                                                                                                        
Blood Drive     Hospital/Nursing Home visits 
Recycling      Seniors Citizens 
City/Highway Beautification   Individual Special needs 
CPR class      Funeral Services/Memorials 
Fund Drive Assistance    School Volunteer 
Speaker Program     Drug Awareness 
Home Fire Training    Safety Recognition 
Flag Presentation/Raising    Color/Honor Guard 
Patriotic Assembly    School Flag Education 
Veterans Day Activities    Memorial Day Activities 
Loyalty Day Activities    Helping Vets in need 
School Sports/Athletics    Scouting/Organizations 
Youth Contests/Special Events   Youth Education/Instruction 
Voice of Democracy    Patriots Pen Contest 
Teachers Award of Excellence   Meals on Wheels 
Citizens on Patrol     Commodities Distribution 
 
These are not all inclusive, so report the true community activities monthly and the Department chairman 
will decide if the event qualifies. 



 
Cat 
# Post # Location 

Total 
Activities # Members # Hrs # Miles 

Monies 
Donated 

    DISTRICT ONE           
5 889 Coeur d'Alene 28 104 393 2165 $4,656.10 
6 1473 Spirit Lake 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
1 1675 Osburn 27 100 242 1553 $3,337.42 
3 2453 Sandpoint 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
5 2909 Priest River 2 13 10 201 $28.14 
5 3603 Post Falls 61 140 307 3454 $19,849.46 
6 3622 Bonners Ferry 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
4 9831 Hayden Lake 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
5 9894 Rathdrum 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
4 10320 Clark Fork 0 0 0 0 $0.00 

    TOTALS $118.00 $357.00 $952.30 $7,373.00 $27,871.12 
                
    DISTRICT TWO           

3 2905 Moscow 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
2 3296 Orofino 25 173 485 6480 $1,412.20 
4 3520 Grangeville 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
3 3913 Kendrick 5 14 10 440 $61.60 
6 4902 Cottonwood 2 16 21 300 $42.00 
3 5407 Kamiah 11 21 181 443 $112.02 
5 8311 Elk City 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
1 10043 Lewiston 256 292 1177 3681 $515.34 
4 10300 Potlatch 4 18 36 450 $63.00 
7 10933 Lapwai 0 0 0 0 $0.00 

    TOTALS 303 534 1910 11794 $2,206.16 
                
    DISTRICT FOUR           

7 2738 Payette 3 3 150 2015 $302.10 
3 4900 Emmett 21 38 186 1166 $163.24 
7 6232 Midvale 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
7 8966 McCall 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
5 9036 New Plymouth 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
6 9088 Weiser 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
7 10324 Cascade 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
7 12062 Fruitland 0 0 0 0 $0.00 

    TOTALS 24 41 336 3181 $465.34 
                
    DISTRICT FIVE           

1 63 Boise 42 0 0 0 $37,226.84 
7 142 Idaho City 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
7 1173 Boise 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
3 3465 Nampa 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
4 3886 Caldwell 16 33 28 460 $500.96 
4 4000 Meridian 1 4 8 75 $85.50 
5 5423 Mt. Home AFB 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
7 7019 Kuna 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
5 9585 Mtn. Home 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
3 11065 Wilder 0 0 0 0 $0.00 



    TOTALS 59 37 36 535 $37,813.30 
                
    DISTRICT SIX           

2 2136 Twin Falls 30 106 717 1077 $1,563.78 
6 2974 Wendell 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
7 3001 Shoshone 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
3 3043 Burley 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
7 3078 Gooding 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
5 3604 Buhl 31 62 217 1097 $313.58 
4 3646 Glenns Ferry 25 144 752 2025 $698.50 

    TOTALS 86 312 1686 4199 $2,575.86 
                
    DISTRICT SEVEN           

2 735 Pocatello 38 232 828 4675 $1,231.34 
6 3640 American Falls 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
5 3884 Montpelier 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
7 7075 McCammon 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
6 9141 Soda Springs 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
6 9443 Blackfoot 2 16 16 48 $256.72 
6 10323 Preston 0 0 0 0 $0.00 

    TOTALS 40 248 844 4,723 $1,488.06 
                
    DISTRICT EIGHT           

2 1004 Rigby 16 118 474 3418 $503.52 
1 2146 Idaho Falls 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
3 3012 Rexburg 6 29 10 40 $5.60 
4 5840 Salmon 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
4 7137 Arco 0 0 0 0 $0.00 
6 8893 Mud Lake 5 28 12 650 $107.50 
3 9425 St. Anthony 9 51 13 51 $894.14 
6 11015 Ashton 0 0 0 0 $0.00 

    TOTALS 36 226 509 4159 $1,510.76 
                
  DEPT TOTALS 666 1755 6272 35964 $73,930.60 
                
 

  
 I want to "Thank"  all the Posts that have submitted reports and remind those 
 remaining Post to get reports submitted soon, so they may be credited on the  
 next report in September.  Thanks again Comrades!!! 
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Kenneth W. Alsterlund  
Jr, Vice Commander  

 Community Activities Chairman 



 


