
 
Commander                    4 August 2008 
 
General Order #2, 2008-2009 Series, Published monthly by the VFW Department of Idaho. 
 
To be read at regular Post meetings and placed in file for future reference.  
 
1.Having been duly elected and installed as the Commander of the State of Idaho, Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
I, Gary Whitworth do hereby assume this command. All appointments from the previous year are hereby 
rescinded as of  25 June 2008. Those newly appointed to offices and chairs assumed their respective 
positions on 25 June 2008. 
 
2.The State Senior Vice Commander, Bob Jones and State Junior Vice Commander, Ken Alsterlund will 
assume command of their respective areas and will act as the personal representative of the State 
Commander. They will be directly responsible for all activities in their areas. 
 
3.We would all like to thank the Comrades and Sisters of the Coeur d’Alene Post 889 that hosted the 2008 
VFW State Convention. It was an outstanding and productive Convention that resulted from their hard work 
and efforts to ensure that we all had a great time.  
 
4.Attention Post Commander: One of the obligations of being a Post Commander is to attend all District 
Meetings. If you are unable to attend for any reason, one of the other Post Officers should be appointed to 
represent you and your Post. This is a requirement of National that can not be overlooked. 
 
5.Section 222 of the National Manual of Procedures and By-Laws provides that Post shall elect delegates and 
alternates to the National Convention at the last meeting in June. Posts are entitled to one (1) delegate and 
one (1) alternate per every 50 members or fraction thereof on good standing at the time of election. Each Post 
shall register, in advance, at least one delegate to the National Convention. The advance registration fee is 
$10.00 per delegate and should be mailed to the VFW National Convention, Attn: Convention Registration, 
406 W. 34th Street, Kansas City, MO 64111. On site and late registration is $12.00. We still have Posts that 
have not registered at least one delegate for the National Convention in Orlando this year. Those Posts are 
Post 3001, Little Wood River Post; Post 3640, Power County Post; Post 6232, Cuddy Mountain Post; Post 
9141, Caribou Post; and Post 11015, Idaho Centennial Post. Please tend to this urgent business as soon as 
possible as Posts who do not register a delegate run the risk of having their Charter suspended by National. 
 
6. Congratulations to our 2007-2008 State Commander, John Crotinger for being an All-American 
Department Commander. Thanks also to everyone who worked so hard to assist John obtaining this award. 
 
 
 
 
 



7.At the 2008 Convention in Worley the Department of Idaho was privileged to present to five of our 
Comrades the first ever Lifetime Achievement Awards. The honors this year went to Don Riegel, Post 889 
Coeur d’Alene; Carl Paul, Post 5407 Kamiah; Hero Shiosaki, Post 9443 Blackfoot; Harold Bensching, Post 
10043 Lewiston; and Vern Rogers, Post 10323. Please congratulate these fine Comrades for all their years of 
selfless service to the Department of Idaho and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
 
8.The Department of Idaho also established an award for the Female Veteran of the Year Award. The 
Commander in Chief, when he was here in January, stated that Idaho was the first Department to honor its 
female Veterans. This year’s award went to Jean Holt, Post 889 Coeur d’Alene. We should all be proud of 
her for winning this and for Idaho taking the lead on this award. Congratulations go to Jean for all she’s done 
for the Post, Department of Idaho, and the Veterans of Foreign Wars.  
 
9.Need affordable insurance for your Post? The VFW Post Insurance Program is designed  to meet the 
unique  insurance needs of VFW Post and currently insures over 5000 Posts throughout the U.S.. Offered is 
Property, Liquor Liability, General Liability, Workers Compensation, Special Events and more. For a free, 
no-obligation quote on your insurance call the VFW Post Insurance Program at 1-800-829-8390. 
 
10.In July, an appeal letter was sent by “Gunner”  Kent to all Post Commanders and Auxiliary Presidents 
requesting assistance for all National Military Services (NMS) programs. Posts are authorized to use relief 
funds to donate to NMS and every dollar received will go to supporting the troops, veterans, and their 
families. Thanks to all Posts who have already responded to our appeal. It’s still not too late if your Post 
would like to participate. 
 
 
 
Attest:      By Order of: 

Adjutant, Jack Cunningham   State Commander, Gary Whitworth 
 



 
Notes from the Adjutant and Quartermaster 

 
1. The Officer Directory is currently being worked on. Thanks to all Posts as we now have every Post 

with a completed Election Report. As it is impossible to work on both the Officer Directory and the 
Department Mailing List at the same time, we will complete the Directory first and then the Mailing 
List. This will mean that the General Orders may go out to Officers who no longer fill that position. If 
you receive the General Orders and you are not holding that position, please forward them to the 
person who now has that position.  

 
2. District Commanders are requested to finalize their schedule for District meetings for the upcoming 

year. Check the dates so as not to conflict with Mother’s Day, Super Bowl, Easter, or other holidays 
and must be coordinated and approved by the host Post. Please make them available so as to allow the 
Department to coordinate the District meetings to allow State officers to attend as many meetings as 
possible and cover fewer miles. 

 
3. Quartermaster and other accountable bonds expire on 31 August 2008. Forms to renew your bonds 

are included in this General Order. Take note that bonding is required to cover all funds that are 
included in the Post or District. The cost for bonding is: $3.75 for each $1000.00 of coverage. The 
recommended minimum is $3000.00 for $11.25. For Posts that need a bond for over $25000.00, the 
cost goes down to $3.25 per $1000.00.If  you misplace the form, just send a check to the Department 
Headquarters with a note that it is for your bond 

 
4. Now is the time to order Buddy Poppies to sell before and during Veterans Day 2008. A form to 

purchase them is included in these General Orders. Send the request to Department Headquarters and 
we will have them shipped right to you. Don’ t wait until it’s too late.  

 
5. The new Programs Director is Ken Alsterlund, Junior Vice Commander. Please send all Community 

Activity Reports to: Ken Alsterlund, 1030 Alsterlund Lane, Viola, ID 83872. Ken’s Email address is: 
pama@turbonet.com.  DO NOT SEND them to Department Headquarters.  

 
6. We would like to welcome the new National Council of Administration Member for District No. 14 

representing the Departments of Montana, Washington, and Idaho. His name is Raymond M. Lutz 
from Great Falls, Montana. I’m sure we will get to meet him at events in the near future so make him 
feel welcome in Idaho. 

 
7. Service Officer training is being offered this year on 12-14 August 2008. The location is the 

Doubletree Riverside. There is no cost if you are a Service Officer for your Post. There will be a 
hospitality room and also dinner at Post 63 provided. Please plan on attending this program for 
information that will make you better prepared to assist those veterans we serve. 

 



8. The Homecoming for the State Commander and State Auxiliary President will be conducted 11 
October 2008. Post 63 will host breakfast on the 11th. You are on your own for the breakfast As the 
meetings will be at Post 63, plan on enjoying the breakfast there. There will be a prime rib dinner at 
Post 63 and the cost will be $15.00 per person. No Host cocktails from 5:00pm with dinner starting at 
6:00pm.  So we can provide the Post with a count of attendees, please send your checks, made 
payable to Department of Idaho,VFW for the dinner to Department Headquarters by 6 October 2008. 
For those desiring lodging we have contacted Shilo Inn, Riverside at 3031 Main Street in Boise for 
rooms. Phone them direct to make a reservation at 800-222-2244 or 208-344-3521 and tell the desk 
you are with the VFW Homecoming. This will ensure you get the reduced rate of $79.00 per night. 

 
9. There are still some Commemorative Coins for the 75th Anniversary of the Department of Idaho. If 

you still want to get one send $5.00 per coin to the Department Quartermaster, Mel Stokes. Once 
they’ re gone, they’ re gone. We will ship them to you, if you desire, or you can pick them up. 

 
10. On the 2008-2009 Post and District Election Report, National added a field titled “Federal Employer 

Identification Number (EIN). None of the Districts submitted this information. The following Posts 
also did not: Post 1473, 2905, 3001, 3640, 3884, 3886, 3913, 4902, 9088, 10320, 10323, 11015, and 
12062. Please call the Headquarters at 342-2438 or fax the information at 386-9806. National  
requires that they have this data on file.  

 
DETACH AND RETURN THIS SECTION WITH YOUR PREMIUM CHECK TO DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS 

 
APPLICATION FOR V.F.W. OFFICERS’  BOND – 1 SEPTEMBER 2008 TO AUGUST 31 2009 

 TRAVELERS CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY OF AMERICA 
 
 

Give Name, Post Number and Location of Post 
 

TO: DEPARTMENT QUARTERMASTER    DATE__________________________________ 
 
I hereby apply for bond in the principal sum of $______________________ for the Quartermaster of the above Unit for the fiscal year from 1 
September 2008 to 31 August 2009. Premium in the amount of $__________________ is hereby enclosed. 
 
        _______________________________________ 
             Commander 
 
        _______________________________________ 
         Street and City Address 

 
  



 

Cat # Post # Location 

Total 
Activitie
s 

# 
Member
s # Hrs # Miles Mile $ Monies 

Monies 
Donated 

    
DISTRICT 

ONE               
5 889 Coeur d'Alene 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
6 1473 Spirit Lake 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
1 1675 Osburn 14 51 107 733 102.62 1,600.00 $1,702.62 
3 2453 Sandpoint 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
5 2909 Priest River 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 

5 3603 Post Falls 44 115 290 3100 434.00 12,794.43 
$13,228.4

3 
6 3622 Bonners Ferry 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
4 9831 Hayden Lake 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
5 9894 Rathdrum 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
4 10320 Clark Fork 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 

    TOTALS 58 166 397 3833 $536.62 
$14,394.4

3 
$14,931.0

5 
                    

    
DISTRICT 

TWO               
3 2905 Moscow 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
2 3296 Orofino 10 48 216 2808 393.12 345.00 $738.12 
4 3520 Grangeville 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
3 3913 Kendrick 5 14 10 440 61.60 0.00 $61.60 
6 4902 Cottonwood 2 16 21 300 42.00 0.00 $42.00 
3 5407 Kamiah 11 21 181 443 62.02 50.00 $112.02 
5 8311 Elk City 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
1 10043 Lewiston 129 138 575 1784 249.76 0.00 $249.76 
4 10300 Potlatch 4 18 36 450 63.00 0.00 $63.00 
7 10933 Lapwai 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 

    TOTALS 161 255 1039 6225 $871.50 $395.00 $1,266.50 
                    

    
DISTRICT 

FOUR               
7 2738 Payette 3 3 150 2015 282.10 20.00 $302.10 
3 4900 Emmett 13 22 105 822 115.08 0.00 $115.08 
7 6232 Midvale 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
7 8966 McCall 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
5 9036 New Plymouth 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
6 9088 Weiser 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
7 10324 Cascade 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
7 12062 Fruitland 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 

    TOTALS 16 25 255 2837 $397.18 $20.00 $417.18 



                    

    
DISTRICT 

FIVE               
1 63 Boise 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
7 142 Idaho City 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
7 1173 Boise 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
3 3465 Nampa 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
4 3886 Caldwell 7 33 28 460 64.40 82.50 $146.90 
4 4000 Meridian 1 4 8 75 10.50 75.00 $85.50 
5 5423 Mt. Home AFB 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
7 7019 Kuna 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
5 9585 Mtn. Home 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
3 11065 Wilder 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 

    TOTALS 8 37 36 535 $74.90 $157.50 $232.40 
                    
    DISTRICT SIX               

2 2136 Twin Falls 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
6 2974 Wendell 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
7 3001 Shoshone 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
3 3043 Burley 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
7 3078 Gooding 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
5 3604 Buhl 14 39 88 526 73.64 0.00 $73.64 
4 3646 Glenns Ferry 14 75 339 940 131.60 0.00 $131.60 

    TOTALS 28 114 427 1466 $205.24 $0.00 $205.24 
                    

    
DISTRICT 

SEVEN               
2 735 Pocatello 29 170 716 4127 577.78 576.84 $1,154.62 
6 3640 American Falls 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
5 3884 Montpelier 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
7 7075 McCammon 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
6 9141 Soda Springs 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
6 9443 Blackfoot 2 16 16 48 6.72 250.00 $256.72 
6 10323 Preston 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 

    TOTALS 31 186 732 4175 $584.50 $826.84 $1,411.34 
                    

    
DISTRICT 

EIGHT               
2 1004 Rigby 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
1 2146 Idaho Falls 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
3 3012 Rexburg 5 22 8 28 3.92 0.00 $3.92 
4 5840 Salmon 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
4 7137 Arco 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
6 8893 Mud Lake 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 
3 9425 St. Anthony 6 23 6 15 2.10 887.00 $889.10 
6 11015 Ashton 0 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 $0.00 

    TOTALS 11 45 14 43 $6.02 $887.00 $893.02 
                    

  DEPT TOTALS 313 828 2899 19114 
$2,675.9

6 
$16,680.7

7 
$19,356.7

3 
                    

 


