Commander
July 5, 2007

General Order #1, 2007-2008 Series, Published monthly by the VFW Department of Idaho.
To beread at regular Post meetings and placed in file for future reference.

1. Having been duly elected and installed as the Commander of the State of Idaho, Veterans of Foreign Wars, I,
John Crotinger do hereby resume this command.

2. All appointments from the previous year are hereby rescinded as of 13 June 2007.

3. The State Senior Vice Commander, Gary Whitworth, and State Junior Vice Commander, Ron Hall, will
assume command of their respective areas and will act as the personal representative of the State Commander.
They will be directly responsible for all activitiesin their areas.

4. | would like to express my appreciation for the special trust and confidence that the members of Idaho’s
Veterans of Foreign Wars placed in me by selecting me as the 2007-2008 State Commander. | will do my
utmost to serve the interest of all of our members. | am receptive to al comments and suggestions. | want to
congratulate PSC Gary Ellis and PSP Joanne Meyer for their outstanding year. They both did alot of hard work
and certainly helped al members of the VFW and Auxiliary throughout Idaho. Thanks for ajob well done.

5. We dl would like to thank the Comrades and Sisters of Twin Falls VFW Post 2136 that hosted the 2007
VFW State Convention. It was an outstanding and very productive convention made possible only through
their efforts and hard work.

6. Congratulations to our 2006-2007 State Commander, Gary Ellis for being an All-American Department
Commander.

7. Attention Post Commanders. One of the obligations of being a Post Commander is to attend District
Meetings. If you are unable to attend, one of the other Post Officers should be appointed to represent you and
your Post. Thisisn't an option, it’s arequirement.

8. The Officer Directory is currently being worked. There are still four Posts that have not submitted their
Election Reports - Post 10324, Post 3886, Post 3884 and Post 7075. We need those election reports, so we can
complete the Officers Directory. Many administrative things are put into action by the National Organization
only after receiving this election report. Without it, everything is held up. If this applies to your organization,
please make every effort to get it completed and forwarded.

9. Post Commanders and Adjutants. Since there is no longer a block on the Election Report for reporting the
Adjutant. The Adjutant is an important member of the Post. | feel it isimportant to list the Adjutant information in
General Order #1, 2007-2008 Series of the Officer Directory. | fedl the same way about the Post Chaplain. If you
will get the Adjutant and Chaplain information to the State Headquarters no later than July 23, 2007, we will list them
in the Officer Directory. Please provide Name, Address, Telephone Number and E-mail, if they have one.



10. Posts who have not properly reported elected officers by June 1, 2006, were suspended for a period of ninety
(90) days by the Commander-in-Chief. This suspension will automatically terminate when a properly completed
Report of Election of officers is received at Nationa Headquarters. At the end of ninety (90) days, the
Commander-in-Chief may cancel the charter of any Post not properly submitting a list of officers to National
Headquarters. Thiswill cause big problems, in that the affected Post will have to go through re-chartering, and may
not get the same number back, making your Post seal and flag useless.

11. CHAIN OF COMMAND: If there are Posts who have problems, they need to work with their District
Commander first and then the Department Headquarters to resolve issues. In accordance with VFW Nationa
By-Laws, the State Commander is responsible for all issues within hisher Department. To write letters to the
National Commander-in-Chief without going through the state chain of command only complicates issues. As the
State Commander, | can assure you that | will resolve issues, if they go through the proper channels. All of us need to
work together.

12. Posts or Auxiliaries that plan to have an entry in the National Convention Buddy Poppy Contest are requested to
contact Department Headquarters. We must notify National Headquarters by 31 July 2007 of any entries.

13. Post Commanders - The Quartermaster’'s Membership Kit: Again this year, the Commander’s Leadership
Reference Guide, Quartermaster Manual and most forms are provided on a CD, of which portions can be printed.
Two (2) copies of this CD were included in each Membership Kit for use by the Post. Other information and
downloads are found on the web site: http://www.vfwdepartmentresources.org. Kevin Jones, Acting Director of
Administrative Operations encourages all Posts, that are not yet online, to find a source to view or download the
information.

14. Post Commanders and Adjutants in the interest of making your new members welcome and knowledgeable of
your Post and its activities and programs, write a personalized letter and send it to each new member. Make them
feel important and wanted by your Post.

15. The membership year has just ended. Congratulations to Past State Commanders Gary Ellis, John Crotinger and
their membership Chairman Don Riegel. The Department ended with 100.3%. There were three 100+% Districts,
twenty four 100+% Posts. |f we are going to be a 10,000 member Department, we need keep up our membership
recruiting efforts.  Post must not stop recruiting when they reach 100%, but keep recruiting. Idaho has many newly
eligible Veterans.

Attest: By Order of:
Adjutant Robert B. Finney State Commander, John R. Crotinger



Notes from the Adjutant and Quarter master

1. Thefollowing State Officers were elected or appointed at the State Convention in Jackpot, Nevada,

10-13 June 2007:

Commander: John Crotinger

Jr. Vice Commander: Ron Hall
Adjutant: Bob Finney

Judge Advocate: Rich Cedler

Surgeon: Howard Osterberg

National Council Representative: Deke Johnson
Community Activities: Ron Hall
Legislative: Bob Finney

Patriot’s Pen: Ken Alsterlund
Membership: Don Riegel
Aide-de-Camp: Pat Teague

Operation Uplink: Tom Obstarczyk
Safety: Dusty Rhoads

National Home: Jim Mariman

Hospital Chairman: Lou Bednar
Mid-Winter Chairman: Rich Cesler
2008 Convention Chairman: Don Riegel
Budget & Audit Committee: Chairman Ken Pitcher, Don Holloway and Mel Stokes.
Building Committee: Chairman Bud Mason, David Lyon and Bill Reed.
By-Laws Committee: Chairman Bud Mason, Ken Pitcher and Odell Howard.
Credentials: Chairman Don Holloway, Ken Alsterlund, TBA and TBA.

Sr. Vice Commander: Gary Whitworth
Chief of Staff: Dale Smith
Quartermaster: Deke Johnson

Chaplain: Bob Wayment

Inspector: Dale Smith

Public Relations: Gary Whitworth

State Service Officer: Tom Ressler
Voice of Democracy: Ken Alsterlund
Citizenship Education: Bob Jackson
Buddy Poppy: Deke Johnson

Military Assistance Program: Tom Obstarczyk
Political Action Committee: Don Riegel
Employment: Kent Phelps

MIA/POW: Bill Reed
Sergeant-at-Arms. Jim Mariman

Color Sergeant: Jim Mariman

2. Post and District Officers: If you receive these General Orders and you were not re-elected to your
2006-2007 office, please give these General Ordersto your successor. Because we are still missing election
reports, the 2007-2008 mailing list hasn’t been totally updated. These General Orders are being sent to the
2006-2007 mailing list. This applies to both the VFW and Auxiliary.

3. Post Commanders and Adjutants see that the credentials for duly elected del egates to the National
Convention are properly filled out and turned over to the proper representatives of the Post prior to their
departure for the convention. Credentials will be mailed to the Post commanders on or about July 11, 2007,
if they submitted an election report. Post are also reminded to submit their National Convention Delegate
fees directly to the National Quartermaster General at National Headquarters as indicated on the Convention
Registration form. Posts are required by National By-Laws to register at least one delegate whether
anyone attends or not. Pay $10.00 for each registered delegate. Registering at the convention or later
will cost an extra $2.00.




4. Quarterly audit reports for June 30™ are now due. National By-Laws require a quarterly audit of Posts,
Districts and Departments.  Posts and Districts are requested to forward completed audit forms to the State
Headquarters.

5. The 2007-2008 Department Budget is included in these General Orders. It reflects last year’ s receipts and
disbursements in the left column and this year’ s budget in the right hand column.

6. New State Officers and District Senior and Junior Vice Commanders are reminded that they are required in
accordance with National VFW By-Lawsto have Proof of Eligibility for VFW Membership (DD-214 or
equivaent) on file with the Department Headquarters. Please do so immediately, if you haven't already do so.

7. The new Program Director isRon Hall. PLEASE SEND ALL COMMUNITY ACTIVITY REPORTS
TO: Ron Hall; 2798 East 700 North, Roberts, ID 83444-5010. DO NOT SEND them to National or the
Department Headquarters, or Gary Whitworth.

8. District Commanders: In these General Ordersis atentative District meeting schedule. Please check it over
carefully. If there are errors, they need to be corrected before the schedule becomes the inside cover of the
Department Officer Directory.

9. Congratulationsto the Clark Fork VFW Post 10320 for being named the “2006-2007 Outstanding
Community Service Post” for the Department of Idaho.

10. The 2007-2008 All State Post and District Program Announced: Commander Crotinger will name up to
seven All State Posts for 2007-2008, and one All State District. These seven Posts can be any size from any
areaof the state. Your Post/District can be named “All State” by complying to the requirements that are
contained in these General Orders.

11. Congratulations to the following Posts that were named 2006-2007 All State Posts: Post 1004 Rigby, Post
5407 Kamiah, Post 9425 Saint Anthony and Post 3646 Glenns Ferry. Thisreflectsalot of work and superb
program awareness. Good job!

12. Howard Osterberg of Lewiston VFW Post 10043 was named “Mr. VFW” for the Department of Idaho for
2007. Congratulations Howard!

13. Individuals that are attending the National Convention in Kansas City and would like to attend the National
Convention Banquet on Monday August 20, 2007 and need aticket for themselves or their spouse. Send a check
for $50.00 for each ticket to the Department Headquarters.  Individuals who have a Nationa A ppointment will
receive aticket, and National will deduct the $50.00 automatically from the money they receive for their
appointment.

14. District 8 Picnic Noon Saturday, July 28" in the Soda Springs Park. Thisisa Pot Luck Picnic, however, the
District will provide the meat.



